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thought he saw a chance, and he seized it. As on the previous day he
was loud and boisterous. He denounced Anderson for disobeying in-
structions, for acting without orders. He read a formal demand upon
Buchanan to send the Major back to Moultrie. He intimated that the
President's honor was involved. But today he was a member of a differ-
ent cabinet. Black, now Secretary of State, was present, and with him
was Stanton, his successor as Attorney General. The new Secretary of
State consequently felt strong with the strength of two. He contradicted
Floyd; Anderson was only doing his duty under orders Black himself
had written. Once again a messenger hurried over to the War Depart-
ment, and back came the papers to sustain Black and confound Floyd.
This evidence did not quiet Floyd, who seemed bent on making a
scene. Black was not a whit behind him and ruffled the pages of history
in Floyd's face. If any responsible minister in England, he told Floyd,
had ever advocated surrendering an effective fortress he would have
been sent to the block. Black had the support of Holt and Stanton for
insisting that Anderson be left where he was. Thompson, Thomas, and
Floyd were for sending him back. Toucey as usual would follow the
President. They finally broke up late in the evening after two sessions
interspersed by calls from southern Senators. Despite the voice of
southern associates and Senate managers, Buchanan had not consented
to Anderson's return; neither had he refused to order it.
During this excitement the interview with the Carolina commis-
sioners had been hastily postponed until the next day. Consequently
when it took place the situation was even more difficult. Governor
Pickens had not been long in making the next move. He seized Moultrie
and Pinckney and thereby gave Buchanan an arguing point against
Anderson's return. When the Senate managers returned to the White
House Buchanan beat them to the draw. South Carolina had seized the
place to which they demanded Anderson be ordered to return. He was
not going to be able to do it, even if he so desired. South Carolina had
prevented any action on his part.
General Scott was early in the fray that morning of the 28th. He
had had a bad night, so he wrote Floyd, and could scarcely hold up his
head, but he must urge the reenforcement, not only of Sumter, but of
the other key forts in the South. Black and Holt likewise were fearful